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new order on the Danube. In 271, indeed, Serdica comes into
activity as a mint for the new Dacia and thereafter shows its
devotion to the Emperor and Sol, his divine patron. In the east
new mints were opened at Tripolis in Phoenicia and at an unknown
city with a dolphin as mint-mark. Lugdunum in 274 honours the
restorer of the West, while Antioch strikes first for Vaballathus
and Aurelian, then for Vaballathus alone, and finally for Aurelian
alone, the restorer of the East (p. 302). More than all this, the
coins reveal the emotional background of the reign. After a short
first period in which the tradition of Quintillus prevails, the
dominant notes of Aurelian's own coins ring clear in die 'Concord
of the Armies/ 'the restoration of the world,' the 'lordship of
Sol,' master of the Roman Emperor and protector of his chosen,
the Emperor.
II.   TACITUS AND FLORIAN: SENATORIAL INTERLUDE
The appeal of the army to the Senate to nominate Aurelian's
successor might conceivably have led to a serious revival of
senatorial influence. Aurelius Victor asserts that the edict of
Gallienus (p. 197) could have been revoked, and that the senators
could have recovered their place in the camps1. The army, in a
mood of self-restraint and self-denial, would have raised no ob-
jection, had the Senate only acted with sufficient firmness- But
the condition was unfulfilled. Such honours as military command
had to offer were too perilous to tempt men who attached more
and more value to the uninterrupted enjoyment of their hereditary
dignity and wealth. The Augustan History enlarges on the re-
joicings of the Senate, both in private and public, over the
universal right of hearing appeals now granted to the praefectus
urbis and the recovery of the ius proconsular^. How much is
really ^implied in these high claims it is not easy to gauge* The
new emperor himself was a senator, so too, no doubt, was his
half-brother, Florian, whom he made Praetorian Prefect, and his
kinsman, Maximinus, whom he appointed governor of Syria.
But we have no real evidence of any general restoration of
senatorial privilege. To take one small test, the mark of senatorial
control, S.C., does not appear at all on the bronze coinage of
Tacitus and not always on that of Florian.
It was in September 275 that Tacitus at last yielded to pressure
and accepted nomination as Emperor, He was seventy-five years
1  Aurelius Victor, Cats, xxxvn, 6, reading 'anusso?
2  S.H.A. Tac, 18-19.